NEW DATA SHOW HERBICIDE VALUE
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In ROW Maintenance Budgets and Wildlife Habitat
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Tech™) and Clemson University discussed
studies that assessed the effect of various
brush control treatments on species popu-
lation dynamics. In addition, new research
investigating the suitability for wildlife w
ROW vegetation control was reviewed,
An evaluation of different brush con-

troo] treatments was presented by 1B Llove

Virginia Tech. Hipkins'
three-year study compared mowing fol-
lowwiedd by eight herbicide regimens to miow-
ing alone and an untreated control area,
In general, all herbicide treatments
increased plant species diversity, as com-
pared to mowing, One year after treat-
ment, 38 percent more plant species

Applications were made in Jung of
1996 with a BADIARC nozzle at 35 gal./
acre in Ladvsmith, Va.
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New Data Showe Herbicide Value {continuted)

TREATMENT LIST
1 ARSENALY 1 puacre

7 ACCORD 10 qu.facre

9 Mowing
L0 Untreated

2 ARSENAL 1 ptfacre + ACCORD" 4 gt facre

3 ARSENAL 1 ptfacre + ESCORI™ 2 oz, facne

4 ARSENAL 1 pt.facre + KRENITE 1.5 gal facre
5 ARSENAL 1 ptfacre + GARLONT 3A 2 gL /acre
& ARSENAL 1 prjacre + TORDON® K2 qt.facre

§ GARLON 3A 3 gt facre + TORDON" K2 gt.facre
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Figure C

What Are Your Maintenance Dollars Paving For?
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The treatment that provided the best
control ol woody species, which in turn,
fostered the most diverse plant popula-
tion was a mix of ARSENAL® herbicide
plus KRENITE. This mix controlled more
than 20 percent of woody species during
the threesyvear period and resulted in the
greatest amount of forb vegetation [see
Figures A and B).

I'he rate of the foundatonal produc—
ARSENAL at 1 ptfacre—in this tank mix
is commaonly recommended for brush
control in northern geographies (i.e, the
Wirginia lech test site), [t's important 1o
consider, however, that the most effective
rates vary by geography, species and brush
density. For example, 1.5 pt./acre of
ARSENAL is usually required in the South,

A separate study, presented by D, Direwe
Lanham, assistant professorn, Departinent
of Forest Resources at Clemson Liniver-
sity, evaluated the effects of low-volume
herbicide treatments an ROW wildlife
habita versus mechanical methods,

From this study, the rescarchers con
cluded that herbicide treatments of ROW
may provide more favorable habitat for
bobeat, eastern cottentail and white-tailed
desr, hecanse in herbicide-maimained
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dramatically change over ime. | Sowree Hiphans, L 1998, Brush Contral Report.

The studies highlight the effectiveness
and wildlile benefits of the strategic
combination of mechanical methods,
[oallowed the next vear by a low-volume
herbicide treatment using ARSENAL
herhicide as the foundation for a tank
mix ARSENAL offers broad-spectium,
long-term contral of tall-growing hard-
woods, shilling the vegetative mix
toweard low-growing, and therefore, low-
maintenance vegetation that provides
wildlife with more food sources, In
addition, it completely conirols the
tough-to-control species, providing a
highly cost-effective treatment option
[see Fig, C),

*Estimatecd herbicide costs may vary
depending on manufacturer packaging,
programs and geographic location,

Applications were made in June of
L996 with a RADIARC at 35 gal facre in
Ladvsmith, Va.

Yirginia Polviechnic Institate and State Uiversiny,
Blacksburg, Vieginia po 1

The initial investment proves worth-
while because, benween years five 1o
seven, all that is needed to maintain the
ROW are "spot” losw-volume foliar
applications of ARSENAL” herbicide or
basal applications of STALKER” herbi
cide 1o “touch up” the site The control
from these herhicides is so effective that
you may nol have o make another
“touch up” weatment for another five
years! At this point, the ROW practically
manages itsell because the low-growing
vegetation helps shade out undesirable
trees and brush,. @




