
EPA Requests Extension on Clean Water Act Permit Requirement for Pesticide Discharges 
 
Today, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is requesting an extension to allow 
more time for pesticide operators to obtain permits for pesticide discharges into U.S. waters. 
 EPA is requesting that the deadline be extended from April 9, 2011 to October 31, 2011. During 
the period while the court is considering the extension request, permits for pesticide applications 
will not be required under the Clean Water Act. 
 
EPA is developing a pesticide general permit in response to the 6th Circuit Court?s 2009 
decision, which found that discharges from pesticides into U.S. waters were pollutants, and, 
therefore, will require a permit under the Clean Water Act as of April 9, 2011.  The final permit 
will reduce discharges of pesticides to aquatic ecosystems, thus helping to protect the nation?s 
waters and public health. 
 
The extension request is important to allow sufficient time for EPA to engage in Endangered 
Species Act consultation and complete the development of an electronic database to streamline 
requests for coverage under the Agency?s general permit. It also allows time for authorized 
states to finish developing their state permits and for permitting authorities to provide additional 
outreach to stakeholders on pesticide permit requirements.   
 
EPA?s general permit will be available to cover pesticide discharges to waters of the U.S. in 
MA, NH, NM, ID, OK, AK, DC, most U.S. territories and Indian country lands, and many federal 
facilities.  
 
For more information: http://www.epa.gov/npdes/pesticides 
 
***********************************************  
EPA distributes its Pesticide Program Updates to external stakeholders and citizens who have 
expressed an interest in pesticide activities and decisions.  This update service is part of EPA's 
continuing effort to improve public access to Federal pesticide information.   
 
For general questions on pesticides and pesticide poisoning prevention, contact the National 
Pesticide Information Center (NPIC), toll free, at: 1-800-858-7378, by E-mail at 
npic@ace.orst.edu, or by visiting their website at: http://npic.orst.edu/ 
 
To report an environmental violation, visit EPA's website at 
http://www.epa.gov/compliance/complaints/index.html 
 
For information about EPA's pesticide program, visit our homepage at: 
http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/ 
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