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April 14, 2004

Dear Ms. Solomon:

The Utility Arborist Association (UAA) is the preeminent international
professional organization devoted to improving the quality and effectiveness
of utility arboriculture and vegetation management. We were established in
1974 and represent 1600 members, primarily in North America.

The UAA recognizes the significant impact of the August 14, 2003 blackout
and the causal role of vegetation. We appreciate this opportunity to respond
to your Request for Comments [Docket No. 1C04-723-000, FERC-723] dated
April 9, 2004 and subsequent “Errata Notice” dated April 12, 2004.

Regarding the initial request, it is not appropriate for UAA to respond or
comment upon the vegetation management activities of individual utilities.
We do however commend FERC for gathering this information and look
forward to learning from the compiled results.

UAA strongly supports consistency among utilities while recognizing that
unique situations exist from locale to locale and individual utilities need the
flexibility to address situations unique to their systems. UAA recommends
that national standards such as the American National Standards Institute
(ANSI) A-300 Pruning Standards and ANSI Z-133 Safety Standards be
followed by all utilities.

Furthermore, UAA is actively promoting the development of an ANSI A-300
Vegetation Management Standard (which has a direct bearing upon
prevention of future blackouts) as well as changes to the National Electric
Safety Code (NESC), which will clarify and strengthen the woefully
inadequate vegetation provisions in that document.

Regarding the question posed in the “Errata Notice”, UAA responds directly.
The question is:

“Describe any Federal or State regulatory provisions or practices that prevent or
unduly delay adequate vegetation management. Also describe any other conditions
or reasons (financial or otherwise) that prevent or unduly delay adequate vegetation
management.”



President

Robert W. Bell

Pacific Gas & Electric
1455 E. Shaw Ave.
Fresno, CA 93710
Phone: 559-263-5880
Cell: 559-908-5932
Email: rwbz@pge.com

President Elect

Lynn Grayson

P. O. Box 2021

Roanoke, VA 24022

Phone: 540-985-2959

Cell: 540-354-2346

Email: higrayson@aep.com

Vice President

Brian Fisher

BC Hydro

400 Masden Road

Nanaimo, B.C. VIR 5K3
Telephone: 250-755-4722

Fax: 250-755-4742
Email:Brian.fisher@bchydro.bc.ca

Past President

Kevin Eckert

Arbor Global, LLC

326 Iliwahi Loop

Kailua, HI 96734

Telephone: 808-254-4161

Email: keckert@arborglobal.com

Treasurer

Ray Henning

Austin Energy

Energy Control Center

301 West Avenue

Austin, TX 78701-3842

Phone: 512-322-6930

Fax: 512-322-6610

Email: ray.henning@austinenergy.com

Executive Director-Editor
Derek Vannice

ISA

P.O. Box 3129

Champaign, IL 61826-3129
Phone: 217-355-9411 ext. 44

Fax 217-355-9516

Email: dvannice@isa-arbor.com

Directors

Jim Barnhart

Duck River EMC

1411 Madison St.

Shelbyville, Tenn.. 373160

off. 931-680-5811

cell: 931-205-6500

Email: jbarnhart@dremc.com

Larry Abernathy

Davey Tree Surgery Company
P.O. Box 5015

Livermore, CA 94551

Office Phone: 925-443-1723
Email:larry.abernathy@davey.com

Wes Davis

Central Maine Power
Augusta, ME 04336

Ph. 207-621-3945

Fax. 207-262-9503

Email: weston.davis@cmpcom

ENHANCING THE QUALITY OF UTILITY ARBORICULTURE

Ms. Ruth Solomon

FERC Desk Officer

Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs
Office of Management and Budget

Sent Via Fax: (202) 395-7285

PAGE 2 of 3

The answer is that there are a multitude of Federal, State and Local
jurisdictions that place unreasonable and unrealistic restrictions upon utilities
that are working to keep the electrical grid reliable. These include, but are
not limited to, Federal Agencies such as the US Forest Service and various
agencies within the Department of Interior; State Highway and Conservation
Departments; and, local government entities. A few specific examples
gleaned from UAA’s extensive membership and active industry involvement
include:

e Inconsistent rules between agencies and even districts within the
same agency. Most notably between Forest Service districts.

e Refusal by federal and state agencies to allow the use of EPA
approved herbicides (the US Forest Service prohibits the use of this
highly effective tool on almost all utility corridors crossing their land,
The State of California has banned several EPA approved herbicides
from use in the state).

e State Highway Department permitting restrictions and bureaucracies
(The State of Connecticut requires a state trooper be on site, at utility
expense, during any road side work).

e State Conservation/Fish-and-Game Departments; US Forest Service
and National Park Service. Some areas require utilities to leave
inappropriate vegetation directly under transmission lines to provide
habitat and travel corridors for non-endangered wildlife; as well as to
improve the views for passing motorists.

e Bureaucracy associated with federal legislation such as the
Endangered Species Act, NEPA, etc. This most often affects the
timing of necessary work.

e Numerous local ordinances related to ‘tree preservation’, ‘pruning
standards’ (often erroneous), ‘heritage/historic trees’, etc.

It is inconceivable that a municipal parks department, a state transportation
department, the US Forest Service or any other similar entity should have the
final authority over a utility company managing vegetation in proximity to
high-voltage transmission lines, but they do. In fact, any of these and many
other local, state and federal government agents have the power to stop a
utility crew in its tracks.
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